
Bringing the World Closer

Promoting an understanding of  

the world and its people and  

engaging citizens of Northeast  

Florida in becoming informed 

participants in the global community.



The World Affairs Council of Jacksonville is a 

nonpartisan, nonprofit organization devoted 

to promoting understanding of world affairs 

by sponsoring public programs for all ages, 

fostering discussion of international issues 

and opportunities, and providing a venue for 

people to meet others with similar interests.

AT A GLANCE

Our History

The Council, formed in 1985 as the National Interest Forum, 

joined the World Affairs Councils of America in 1995.  The 

World Affairs Councils of America is the largest international 

affairs nonprofit association in the U.S., with over 500,000 

members and 88 affiliated organizations across the nation.

The Council has grown from a small organization sponsoring 

a modest speaker program, held in members’ homes, to 

reaching thousands of individuals every year through an 

acclaimed speaker series.  

In 2005, the Council received the World Affairs Councils of 

America President’s Award for Outstanding Achievement, 

awarded annually to Councils that have shown extraordinary 

innovation, growth, outreach and impact. 

Join Us

The World Affairs Council of Jacksonville is a vital hub for civic 

and corporate leadership in Northeast Florida. Membership 

dues, contributions, grants and program sponsorships provide 

the funding to support our highly acclaimed programs. Your 

Council membership or sponsorship opens up a world of 

information and supports our programming and services.

One ticket to all Global 
Issues Evenings

Two tickets to all Global 
Issues Evenings

Discount on all Global 
Business Luncheons

One free ticket to each 
Global Business Luncheon

Invitations to special 
events such as WorldQuest 
and Ambassador’s  
Circle Dinner

Access to exclusive trips

One-year subscription to 
Foreign Affairs magazine

Discounts on many 
leading publications

Monthly newsletter

Pre-event receptions at 
Global Issues Evenings

Preferred seating at Global 
Issues Evenings

Acknowledgement in 
program materials & 
Council website

Small private receptions 
with select speakers

*Special rates available for military, students & full-time educators

Sponsorship opportunities begin  
at the $2,000 level
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MEMBER BENEFITS

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS



Speaker Series
Delivering the stories behind the headlines

Global Issues Evenings: This flagship series features 

evening programs delivered by prominent speakers on 

a range of international issues, followed by an extended 

Q&A period.  All events are co-hosted by and held at the 

University of North Florida. Premier level members and 

sponsors enjoy a private reception with the speaker prior to 

the program. 

 
Global Business Luncheons: Designed specifically for the 

business community, this series of luncheon speakers is held 

at the River Club and offers invaluable insight into international 

political, economic, business and financial trends.

Student & Teacher Education
Extending education resources to teachers  
and students

For Students
Academic WorldQuest: Contest for high school students to 

test their knowledge of international facts covering topics such 

as geography, political leaders, history and current events.  

Great Decisions: After-school enrichment program for 

high school students. University faculty serve as discussion 

leaders using the materials from Great Decisions readings and 

companion videos on current global issues. 

 

Ambassador Marilyn McAfee Scholarship: Annual 

$1,200 scholarship awarded to a sophomore or junior at an 

area university.  

For Teachers
World in Transition: Teacher workshops and curriculum 

support materials covering eight regions of the world.

Programs

Special Events
Where education and entertainment meet

Available to Council members, these special events include: 

•	 National Conference held annually in Washington, D.C. 

•	 Great Decisions program for adults

•	 Two fund-raisers: WorldQuest and the Ambassador’s 
Circle Dinner

•	 Private receptions with visiting speakers and dignitaries 

•  	Other special opportunities added to the schedule 

throughout the year.

Travel the World
Offering unique international travel opportunities

Fascinating worldwide destinations with access to experts who 

give behind the scenes views and briefings. Available only to 

World Affairs Council members.

Publication Discounts  
Available to Council members

Discounts are available to members on subscriptions to the 

following publications:

•	 The Economist	 •	 Stratfor

•	 Foreign Affairs 	 •	 World Affairs	

•	 Foreign Policy	 •	 World Policy Journal

•	 Saudi Aramco World	

Members also receive discounts on books published by:

•	 Council on Foreign Relations

•	 Center for Strategic and International Studies

•	 The Brookings Institution

Contact the Council office at (904) 280-8162 to obtain promotion 

codes in order to take advantage of these special offerings.

Programs



“The work of world affairs 
councils is so very important 
because the future of mankind 
will be determined in the area 
of foreign policy.”  

– Walter Cronkite

PLEASE COMPLETE THE APPLICATION  
AND RETURN WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP CHECK

Membership 
APPLICATION

Complete this form and mail it with your check, or if you wish 
to use a major credit card, visit worldaffairscounciljax.org or 
call (904) 280-8162.

Membership Levels
Premier Level
{ Ambassador’s Circle – 

$1,000
{ Benefactor – $700
{ Patron – $400

{ Family – $150
{ Individual – $100
{ Active Duty Military and  

Educators – $35
{ Students – $15

Name:_______________________________________________

Spouse’s name:_______________________________________

Home Address:_ ______________________________________

____________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________________

State:________________________ Zip:____________________

Phone:______________________________________________

E-mail:_______________________________________________

2nd E-mail:___________________________________________

Preferred mailing address, if different:____________________

____________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________________

State:________________________ Zip:____________________

If you are a new member, how did you hear about the World 

Affairs Council?  

_____Friend	 _____Brochure	 _____UNF	 _____Newspaper  

_____Radio	 _____Internet	 _____TV	 _____Newcomers

Other________________________________________________

Referred by:__________________________________________

Return with your check payable to:
World Affairs Council of Jacksonville
3948 Third Street South #380
Jacksonville Beach, Florida 32250

Your World Affairs Council membership is deductible for tax 
purposes within the amount allowable by law.   

MEMBER OF:

World Affairs Councils of America



3948 Third Street South #380
Jacksonville Beach, Florida 32250

(904) 280-8162
worldaffairscounciljax.org

Board of Directors

President: Admiral Jonathan T. Howe, USN (Ret.)

Vice President, Administration: Sandy Cook 

Vice President, Education: Barbara Gubbin

Vice President, Programs: Ambassador Nancy Soderberg

Treasurer: Joseph A. Thompson

Secretary / Membership Chair: Jeanie M. Taras

At Large Members

Parag Bhansali

Tom Brennan

Debbie H. Buckland

Norman Cannon

Shereth Coble

Lad Daniels

Edward Dulik

J. Randall Evans

George Gabel

Wayne Galloway

Daniel Gilham

Paul R. Goodwin

William H. Harrell

Elizabeth Head

Diane DeMell Jacobsen, Ph.D.

Marty Jones

Suzanne M. Judas

Jerry Mallot

William Cordell Mason, Ed.D.

Ricardo Morales

Tom Reilly   

Gene Ritchie

Gail Mendelson Sterman

John E. Tait

Dori Walton

Robin Webster

Christopher R. “Kip” Zebroski

Advisory Board 

Chair:  
Ambassador Marilyn McAfee (r)

Gilchrist B. Berg

U.S. Representative  
Ander Crenshaw

Hugh Durden

Judith R. Haberkorn

Steven T. Halverson

Michael R. Hightower

Charles E. Hughes, Jr.

Michael P. Kahn

Frances B. Kinne, Ph.D.

Frederick H. Schultz

James H. Winston

Mark Workman, Ph.D.

2008-2009 LEADERSHIP


