
 MEMBER OF:

PREMIER LEVEL GENERAL

Ambassador's
Circle: $2,000

Benefactor: $1,200

Patron: $800

Couple $245

Individual: $150

Student,
Educator and
Active Duty
Military: $45

Executive $500

Individual: $85

Couple: $110

WORLD
AFFAIRS
COUNCIL

MEMBERSHIP

JACKSONVILLE

World Affairs Council of Jacksonville

40 E Adams St., Suite 120, Jacksonville, FL 32202
(904) 280-8162
info@worldaffairscounciljax.org
worldaffairscounciljax.org

PLEASE SELECT MEMBERSHIP LEVEL

Home address: _______________________________________

____________________________________________________

Employer (if applicable): _______________________________

Significant other's name: _______________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________________

State: ______________________

Phone: ______________________________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________

If you are a new member, how did you hear about the
World Affairs Council of Jacksonville?

Referred by: ____________________________________________

COUNCIL EDGE
(Young Professionals

Ages 21-40)

____ Friend  ____ Brochure ____ UNF

____ Radio ____ Internet  ____ Social Media

____ Newspaper

Zip: ___________________

 ____ Other

As a World Affairs Council Member,  you join a
diverse group of people who are passionate
about expanding international awareness. 

BECOME A MEMBER COUNCIL LEADERSHIP
Board of Directors

Executive Committee

At Large Members

Advisory Council
Steven T. Halverson 
Dori Walton
Advisory Council Co-Chairs

Trina Medarev, President & CEO
Rachel Paul, Director of Operations & Outreach
Bethley Luctama, Director of Data Systems & Program
Administration

Staff

MEMBERSHIP 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES BEGIN AT THE $3,000 LEVEL
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One ticket to all
Global Issues
Evenings (GIEs)

Pre-event
receptions at GIEs

Preferred seating
at GIEs

Access to
Simulcast Suite for
GIEs

Discount on all
Global Business
Luncheons (GBLs)

One free ticket to
each GBL

Access to
exclusive trips

Monthly
Newsletter

Small private
receptions with
select speakers

Acknowledgement
on the Council
website

Publication
Discounts

Invitations to
special events 

Discount on all
Leading EDGE
Dialogues

Two tickets to all
GIEs

Member Benefits

Premier Level
Levels and Benefits

*Note: Council EDGE (Young Professionals) Individual Members
receive all "Individual Member" privileges along with additional
benefits.

**Council EDGE (Young Professionals) Couple Members receive
all "Couple Member" privileges along with additional benefits.

Special rates are available for students, educators and active
duty military.

Amy Margerum Berg
Board Chair 

Jeffrey E. Bernardo
Vice Chair/Program Committee Chair

J. Randall Evans
Treasurer

Tracy K. Arthur, Esq.
Secretary

Jim Bender, EdD. 
Development Committee Chair
Edythe M. Abdullah, J.D. 
Education Committee Chair

Ricardo (Rick) Morales III 
Governance Committee Chair

H. Martin Chomiak 
Kathy McIlvaine 
Membership Committee Co-Chairs           
Lt. General Guy C. Swan III, USA (Ret.) 
Program Committee Vice Chair 

Bill Armstrong
Joshua Ashby
Abraham Blocker
Ajani (AJ) Dunn
RADM Marsha J. “Marty”
.......Evans, USN (Ret.) 
Nidhi Gangan
Soo Gilvarry
Robert Grune
Robert M. Harris
Kevin E. Hyde, Esq.
Jim Marth

Joel Masters 
Whitney Meyer
J.P. Natkin 
Teresa Nichols, CFRE
Matthew Rettner 
Alan E. Ridge
George Robbins
Richard L. Sisisky
Ryan Tiedeberg
Aundra Wallace 
Mark Wilkosz, CFA
Lark Will

Gilchrist B. Berg
Gary Chartrand
Sandra L. Cook
Ander Crenshaw
Hugh Durden
Paul R. Goodwin
Judith R. Haberkorn
Lt. Gen. F.L.. Hagenbeck
        USA (Ret.)
William H. Harrell
Ann Hicks
Adm. Jonathan T.
...........Howe, USN (Ret.)

Diane DeMell Jacobsen, Ph.D.
Martha A. (Marty) Jones
Jerry Mallot
Amb. Marilyn McAfee (Ret.)
Chuck Moorer
Michael J. Murray, Ph.D.
Ronald Rettner
Peter S. Rummell 
Susan West Schantz, Ph.D.
Amb. Nancy Soderberg
Robert L. Stein
David M. Strickland
Ellen A. Wiss 



Delivering the stories behind the headlines.

Global Issues Evenings:  Free and open to the general
public, this series features evening programs delivered
by prominent speakers on a range of international
issues, followed by a Q&A period. Events are co-hosted
with the Distinguished Voices Lecture Series and held at
the University of North Florida. Premier level members
and sponsors enjoy a private reception with the speaker
prior to the program and complimentary access to the
Simulcast Suite for viewing the livestream presentation.

Global Business Luncheons:  Designed specifically for
the business community, this series of luncheon
speakers offers valuable insight into international
economic, business, and technology trends. Events are
co-hosted with and held at The River Club.

Global Medical Innovation Series: In partnership with
the Mayo Clinic, this series positions Jacksonville at the
forefront of conversations on healthcare, technology,
and global innovation.

Leading EDGE Dialogues: Hosted by Council EDGE, our
young professionals group, this series integrates social
gatherings with expert discussions for members to stay
on the cutting edge of global issues that impact today
and tomorrow.

Where education and entertainment meet.

Available to Council Members, these special gatherings
include: 

National Conference:  November 17-20, 2026 hosted at
the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D.C.

Annual Member Celebration: April 27, 2027

Private Receptions with visiting speakers and
dignitaries.

Other special opportunities added throughout the year.

I DO BELIEVE THAT THE WORLD AFFAIRS
COUNCIL OF JACKSONVILLE IS AMONG THE
TOP THREE COUNCILS IN THE COUNTRY.
         - David Brooks

MEMBER 
OF:

$500 2 Students to compete in GeoGuessr Global
Challenge

$500 Team for 2027 Admiral Jonathan T.
Howe Academic WorldQuest

Other Amount $____________________

Billing address: ____________________________________
___________________________________________________

If you'd like to opt out of membership auto-renewal,
please check the box

$30 Great Decisions Briefing Book
$75 Great Decisions Teachers Pack
$100 Student Table (8) at a GIE Student Interaction

City: _______________________________________________

State: ___________________ Zip: ______________________

Phone: ____________________________________________

Card number: ______________________________________

Expiration: _________________________ CVV:___________

Authorized total: ___________________________________

Authorized signature: _____________________________

$775 Great Decisions Classroom Package

$5,000 Sponsor a Great Decisions School

$1,000 Education Endowment Contribution

Extending education resources to students.

Great Decisions: An academic enrichment program for
high school students, fostering critical thinking and civic
engagement. 

Student Interactions: Throughout the year, Great
Decisions participants meet with World Affairs Council
Global Issues Evening speakers to gain additional insight
into timely topics.

Admiral Jonathan T. Howe Academic WorldQuest: 
A team game testing competitors' knowledge of
international affairs, geography, history and culture. The
winning team represents Northeast Florida in the national
competition in Washington, D.C.

International Crisis Management Exercise: An exercise
where students serve as members of the National Security
Council addressing an international crisis. 

GeoGuessr Global Challenge: An immersive, competitive
geography tournament that combines global learning
with digital play, encouraging geographic literacy, critical
thinking, and international curiosity through an interactive
format.

Ambassador Marilyn McAfee Scholarship: Annual
scholarships awarded to area college students to help
defray costs of an international travel experience as part of
the recipient's educational development. 

Board Fellows: Two area undergraduate students are
selected to serve as ex-officio members on the Board of
Directors for a one-year term, gaining first-hand
experience in nonprofit management and governance.

Travel the World
Offering unique international travel opportunities
Fascinating worldwide
destinations with access to experts
who provide behind the scenes
views and briefings. 

Youth Programs
ABOUT THE COUNCIL

Special Engagements

PROGRAMS
Speaker Series

OUR HISTORY

Return this card, both sides completed, with your
credit card information listed above or check payable
to: 

World Affairs Council of Jacksonville
40 E Adams St., Suite 120
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

Your World Affairs Council contributions are deductible for tax
purposes within the amount allowable by law. 

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL EDUCATION
CONTRIBUTIONS

The Council's members and sponsors provide the
necessary funding to support our highly acclaimed
programs and educational outreach, opening up a world
information.

Join Us. Your Membership. 
Your Impact.

MEMBER 
OF:

The World Affairs Council of Jacksonville is a nonpartisan,
nonprofit organization devoted to promoting the
understanding of world affairs by sponsoring public
programs for all ages, fostering discussion of
international issues, and providing a venue to meet
others with similar interests. 

The Council, formed in 1985 as the National Interest
Forum, joined the World Affairs Councils of America
(WACA) in 1995. The World Affairs Councils of America is
a nonprofit grassroots organization dedicated to
educating and engaging Americans on global issues.
With more than 90 councils across 40 states reaching
more than half a million people annually, it is the largest
network of its kind in the United States.

The Council has grown from a small organization
sponsoring modest speaker programs in members'
homes to reaching thousands each year through an
acclaimed speaker series, educational initiatives, special
events, and an expanding network of young
professionals.

The Council has been honored with the World Affairs
Councils of America President's Award (2005) for
Outstanding Achievement, the University of North
Florida Presidential Medallion (2012) for exemplary
service and commitment to higher education, the
Jacksonville Business Journal Innovator in Education
distinction (2017), and was named the World Affairs
Councils of America Council of the Year (2025–2026),
recognizing excellence among nearly 90 councils
nationwide.
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