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Mr. Daly sought to characterize for the audience the basis of contemporary U.S.-Chinese relations. 

The dramatic Nixon-Kissinger led opening to China in 1972 was driven by Washington and Beijing’s 

shared sense of threat from the USSR.  But the Cold War with Moscow elapsed during 1989-91.  What 

would US-Chinese interactions be based upon after that? 

The organizing principle for relations during the period 1989-2016 was engagement.  Washington’s 

engagement with China had three motives: 1) altruism (assisting the Chinese people with development); 

2) profit (opening up China’s huge market to U.S. multinationals); and 3) global order building 

(encouraging Beijing to become a responsible stakeholder in the international system). 

Engagement worked exceedingly well for China.  Its economic and technological capabilities grew 

dramatically.  And as is so often the case in history, China is converting its burgeoning capabilities and 

wealth into power with an aim to expand its influence in the world, usually in opposition to the U.S. 

Due to this opposition from Beijing, American audiences have come to see China as a bad actor.  

Regrettable behaviors are seen to occur within China’s own borders (e.g. suppressing ethnic minorities 

such as the Uigurs), regionally (imposing a China-centric Asia), and internationally (refashioning rules 

and institutions to be more congruent with the Chinese system). 

In such circumstances, one must acknowledge that the likelihood of war between the two countries is 

going up.  And with new and formidable weapon systems, controlling escalation, including to the nuclear 

level, would likely be difficult.  Given these dangers, the current U.S.-Chinese relationship is one of war 

avoidance.   

Despite the U.S.-Soviet connotation, Mr. Daly said that the term Cold War was appropriate for the 

situation existing between the two powers.  Since 2018 we have been involved in a trade war, a 

technology war, and security jockeying in the western Pacific and beyond.  Daly said that this Cold War 

would be long, dangerous, wasteful and expensive with an uncertain outcome. 

Given the dangers, how can we build conditions for peace?  Mr. Daly said that no one is even thinking 

about this, as witnessed by the November 2023 Biden-Xi summit in San Francisco. 

Concluding, Mr. Daly said that U.S.-Chinese competition is intensifying, revisions to global order are 

being sought at the other’s expense, and points of view on either side are incompatible.  China sees 

Washington aspiring to contain China, desirous of regime change, and acting to keep Taiwan out of the 

Chinese fold.  These goals are perceived in Beijing as an existential threat. 

Mr. Daly finished with a somber thought.  He said that if a young American studying China asked him 

what their career path was likely to be, he would say as a cold warrior.  
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