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Mr. Rennie framed his fascinating presentation around the question, what does China want.
Basically, China wants neither to operate within nor wreck the current world order, but to
dismantle those parts which bind it. But dismantling those parts which hold to account state
transgressions and impunity will be perceived in the West as disruptive.

China seems to be feeling its oats at present, but many of its views and motivations are of
longstanding. Mr. Rennie stated that there has been an unresolved tension built into the United
Nations system since 1945. States such as the USSR (and China) favored the primacy of state
sovereignty and collective concerns over inalienable individual rights, but did not have the votes
at the time to enshrine this view.

Beijing currently puts forth a number of harmonious-sounding proposals, such as the Global
Civilization Initiative and the Global Security Initiative, but the intent of these initiatives is, at
least in part, to delegitimize Western values — especially as pretexts for intervention abroad — and
alliances.

Mr. Rennie suggested that Chinese foreign and national-security policy seems to be resembling
the ancient tributary system. Other countries will be free to trade with China and organize their
own domestic affairs as long as they don’t challenge Beijing’s core interests — €.g. the Chinese
Communist Party-led political system, its ability to define human rights, and territorial integrity
(i.e. Taiwan).

e In cases where other governments resist core interests, such as China’s claim to the South
China Sea, Beijing is ready to respond confrontationally.

Chinese leaders believe that their approach to foreign affairs is in accord with how things have
been throughout recorded history. In this view, might makes right, and the strong do what they
wish while the weak must take it.

e Mr. Rennie characterized this worldview as bleak.

The West currently has an opportunity, Mr. Rennie points out, as the Chinese economy slows and
some of its Belt and Road infrastructure projects fail to pan out. Many foreign leaders recognize
that they are being trapped by the terms of these contracts, but it is the only game in town.
Western countries cannot just stand around making accusations; they need to come up with
something to offer.
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