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Mr. Sanger posited that in the early 1990s the world American leaders expected – with major 
powers such as Russia and China acting in increasingly compatible ways with American values 
and leadership – did not come about.  The world of the next 30 years will be one of contention, 
with Moscow and Beijing gathering other disruptive countries in seeking to build an alternative 
to the US-led system. 

The signs of an increasingly contentious environment were there previously.  Seeing himself as a 
modern Peter the Great, at the 2007 Munich Security Conference Russian President Putin 
declared that the parts of the old Russian empire which had been wrested away needed to come 
back.  Toward that end, in 2014 Moscow seized the Crimean Peninsula from Ukraine.  
Perceiving the West’s reaction as muted, this set up Putin’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 
2021. 

Similar to misreading Russia, we did not gauge Xi Jinping’s intentions after becoming President 
of China in 2013.  In early speeches to Party cadre, Xi laid out a roadmap for dealing with the 
United States and Russia.  First, China must abandon its minimum deterrent doctrine and amass 
a nuclear force roughly equivalent to the other two great powers, e.g. 1000 warheads by 2030.  
And to be able to challenge across the board any putative global leaders, by 2049 to have the 
world’s largest military and economy, and the most advanced technology base. 

Mr. Sanger raised the issue of how the United States can compete in a world of two wars 
(plural).  Specifically, how can we defend ourselves, how do we export technology, and how can 
we avoid dependence on imports from China.  Simple strategies from the Cold War against a 
single adversary such as Containment and Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) are not 
appropriate.  Updated strategies must be more complex and nuanced. 

Whereas we are not at present up to the task of taking these issues on, there is some good news.  
The US economy is growing faster than others.  American universities are still great attractors of 
global talent, and allies are probably open to level-headed discussions of burden sharing.  Can 
the new cold wars end favorably?  By drawing on American strengths and working with like-
minded allies, Sanger said that “we have a shot.” 
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