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Amb. Sullivan reflected on his time as US Ambassador to Russia (2019-22), and on what Russian 

President Putin’s thinking portends for his aggressive war in Ukraine.  Amb. Sullivan claimed to be 

admiring of Russia, and went to Moscow with an open mind intent on improving US-Russian relations.  

This intent was not reciprocated by his Russian counterparts. 

Amb. Sullivan did elaborate on one of his achievements during this time; namely, the extension of the 

New START arms control treaty which limits Russian and US deployed intercontinental-range nuclear 

forces.  Despite Washington agreeing to Russia’s terms for treaty extension, Moscow did not accept this 

until the day before the Treaty was to expire.   

• Amb. Sullivan offered this as an illustration that with Russian leaders, noting is easy; even if you 

are offering them what they want. 

This typically obstinate and confrontational stance does not auger well for ending the brutality and 

bloodshed in Ukraine.  Putin feels that the breakup of the USSR was the greatest geopolitical tragedy of 

the 20th century.  He aspires for this type of arrangement today in which Moscow rules from The Center 

over subservient states in Eastern Europe and the Baltics.  A democratically elected government in an 

independent and sovereign Ukraine, especially one free to seek closer affiliation with NATO and the EU, 

is impermissible. 

Amb. Sullivan emphasized that Putin would “never surrender” on Ukraine.  Pulling Russia, Ukraine, and 

Belarus – the core of Russia’s origins –more closely together is his most important personal mission.  

Additionally, if he came to be seen as giving up on Ukraine, resulting domestic political backlash could 

be quite violent. 

In conclusion, Amb. Sullivan asked audience members to draw the correct inference from Moscow’s 

refusal to engage on the US’s recent proposal to freeze the fighting in Ukraine and stop at current battle 

lines en route to cease fire negotiations.  

• He said that Putin would “never compromise.” 
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