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A very special thank you to our 2025-2026
Council Leadership

Board of Directors

Gilchrist B. Berg
Gary Chartrand
Sandra L. Cook
Ander Crenshaw, Former U.S. Representative 
Hugh Durden
Paul R. Goodwin
Judith R. Haberkorn
Lt. General F.L. Hagenbeck, USA (Ret.)
William H. Harrell
Ann Hicks
Adm. Jonathan T. Howe, USN (Ret.)
Diane DeMell Jacobsen, Ph.D.
Martha A. (Marty) Jones
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Amb. Marilyn McAfee (Ret.)
Chuck Moorer
Michael J. Murray, Ph.D.
Ronald Rettner 
Peter S. Rummell 
Susan West Schantz, Ph.D.
Amb. Nancy Soderberg
Robert L. Stein
David M. Strickland

Advisory Council

Bill Armstrong
Joshua Ashby
Jim Bender, EdD. 
Abraham Blocker 
Ajani (AJ) Dunn
Kemal Gasper 
Soo Gilvarry
Robert Grune
Robert M. Harris
Kevin E. Hyde, Esq.
Richard N. Margulies, Esq.
Jim Marth 
Whitney Meyer
J.P. Natkin
Teresa Nichols, CFRE
Alan E. Ridge
George Robbins
Melissa Shrader 
Richard L. Sisisky 
Ryan Tiedeberg
Mark Wilkosz, CFA
Lark Will 

Steven T. Halverson
Advisory Council Co-Chair

Executive Committee
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Amy Margerum Berg
Board Chair 
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Tracy K. Arthur, Esq.
Secretary

Ellen Wiss
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Education Committee Chair
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Governance Committee Chair

H. Martin Chomiak 
Membership Committee Co-Chair

Kathy McIlvaine 
Membership Committee Co-Chair

Lt. General Guy Swan III, USA (Ret.)
Program Committee Vice Chair

Our mission is to promote an
understanding of the world
and its people and to engage
citizens of Northeast Florida in
becoming better informed
participants in the global
community. 

Dori Walton
Advisory Council Co-Chair



What a year, and what a joy to celebrate all we made possible together.

We welcomed extraordinary thinkers, including Jen Easterly, Andrew
Ross Sorkin, and David Brooks, and connected our business community
with leaders such as Filiz Garip, Robby George, and Mike Bird. These
conversations challenged assumptions, broadened perspectives, and
created a trusted place to engage with the issues shaping our world.

Just as importantly, we invested in the next generation. Through Great
Decisions, Academic WorldQuest, Student Interactions, study abroad
scholarships, and our inaugural GeoGuessr Global Challenge, Northeast
Florida students asked big questions, tested new ideas, and
strengthened the global fluency their futures will demand.

Our partnership with Mayo Clinic will carry that spirit of discovery into
2026-2027 through the Global Medical Innovation Speaker Series. And
through the Council Champions Cornerstone Campaign, every dollar
contributed toward our $1.4 million goal will be matched, helping grow
our Speaker Endowment at UNF to $2 million and sustain world-class
programming for generations.

To be named Council of the Year among nearly 90 councils was an
extraordinary honor. It celebrates strong programming and impact, but
above all, it celebrates you: our members, sponsors, partners, educators,
volunteers, Board, Advisory Council, and exceptional staff.

Thank you for believing in this mission and the power of informed, civil
dialogue. We enter the new season with tremendous momentum, and
we are just getting started.

With appreciation,

A great year, thanks to you.

Amy Margerum Berg
Board Chair



Together, we advanced nonpartisan, in-
depth discussion and exploration of the
world around us, guided by experts of
national and international stature.

A year of impact.

NEFL residents
reached 

6,000+

900+
Members

(136 New Members)

Students impacted

1,000+

High school teams
participated in the 

Admiral Jonathan T. Howe
Academic WorldQuest 

47

High schools in four
NEFL counties
participated in 
Great Decisions

21

2025-2026
By the Numbers Our Global Issues Evenings, Global

Business Luncheons, and Special
Engagements brought fresh insight to
urgent international issues and the
economic, business, and technology
trends shaping our lives.

As the Council expands its reach across
Northeast Florida, both in person at UNF
and through livestream partnerships with
Fleet Landing, Vicar’s Landing, and
Cypress Village, we look forward to
bringing even more people into the
conversation in 2026-2027.

Programming

Over 1,000 community members
attended David Brooks’ 
Global Issues Evening
"Society in Focus".

The World Affairs Council Jacksonville

stands out as a true gem in our region,

bringing together a remarkable lineup of

global speakers whose insights resonate

with pressing contemporary issues.”

 - Council Member



GLOBAL ISSUES EVENINGS GLOBAL BUSINESS LUNCHEONS

OTHER SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS AND DIGITAL LEADING EDGE DIALOGUES

With sister councils, our Digital Leading EDGE Dialogues explored the future of borders,
administration priorities, developments in the Middle East, and more.

At our Annual Member Celebration, David Garfunkel of the Jacksonville Civic Council
shared an energizing vision for “Jacksonville: A Top Global City by 2032.”

02.24.2026

Global Issues Evenings are co-hosted with the
Distinguished Voices Lecture Series and held at the
University of North Florida. Global Business Luncheons
are co-hosted with The River Club.

*Participated in a Special Engagement with top
supporters.

Leading EDGE Dialogues

Idrees Kahloon
Staff Writer at the Atlantic

11.20.2025

Headlines and Horizons: Making
Sense of a World in Motion

Amb. John Sullivan *
Former U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State &
U.S. Ambassador to
the Russian
Federation
Midnight in Moscow:
Perspective from the Front
Lines of Russia’s War
Against the West

Brett McGurk *
Former National
Security Council
Coordinator for the
Middle East & North
Africa
Unique Perspectives on
Geopolitical Hotspots

Director of CISA (‘21-25)

09.15.2025

The Promise and Peril of
Emerging Technology:
Operating at the
Intersection of Artificial
Intelligence and
Cybersecurity

Filiz Garip, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology and
Public Affairs, Princeton
University
People on the Move: Science,
Policy, and Politics of Immigration

Andrew Ross Sorkin
Award-Winning New
York Times Journalist &
Co-Anchor of Squawk
Box
1929: The Inside Story of the
Greatest Crash in Wall Street
History

Jen Easterly

10.21.2025

11.04.2025

01.12.2026

10.14.2025

David Brooks *
Op-Ed Columnist at the
New York Times &
Commentator on PBS
NewsHour
Society in Focus

02.17.2026

Andrew Ross Sorkin
Award-Winning New York
Times Journalist & Co-Anchor
of Squawk Box
Notes from the DealBook: Key Issues
in Business, Policy, and Markets

01.13.2026

Mike Bird
The Economist’s Wall Street
Editor and Global Finance
Contributor
An Update from The Economist

05.18.2026
Gita Gopinath
First Deputy Managing
Director on the International
Monetary Fund
Everything Has Changed in the
Global Economy

Robby P. George
Princeton University’s
McCormick Professor of
Jurisprudence
Renewal of American Civic
Education and America’s Role in
the World

12.08.2025

Admiral Gary Roughead,
USN (Ret.)
Former Chief of Naval Operations

04.07.2026

CHINA Town Hall 

http://www.unf.edu/


Bright minds. Big questions.
Great Decisions. 

Student Interactions
Before each marquee Global Issues Evening, Great Decisions students met
directly with our featured speakers. For an hour, they asked questions,
shared ideas, and explored each topic in depth, then continued the
conversation over dinner with facilitators from UNF’s Hicks Honors College.

Academic WorldQuest
More than 180 students from 19 high
schools competed in the Admiral
Jonathan T. Howe Academic
WorldQuest. The winning team, Mt.
Marcus from River City Science Academy,
proudly represented Northeast Florida in
Washington, D.C.

Study Abroad Scholarships
The Ambassador Marilyn McAfee Scholarships help Northeast Florida college
students take their learning into the world. This year, the Council awarded
$13,000 to three University of North Florida undergraduates for study in
France and South Korea.

Board Fellows
Jacksonville University student Landon Parrish served as a Board Fellow,
gaining firsthand experience in nonprofit governance, leadership, and
stewardship.

When most people think of the World
Affairs Council, they picture our powerhouse
speaker series, and rightly so. But our
mission reaches even further. Through Great
Decisions, we are inspiring the next
generation of global thinkers right here in
Northeast Florida.

GeoGuessr Global Challenge
Our inaugural GeoGuessr Global Challenge brought global education to life at
UNF’s Flight Deck. Students from 11 high schools raced through an immersive
technology-based tournament, analyzing real-world environments, spotting
cultural and geographic clues, and thinking critically under pressure.



Building. Strengthening. Sustaining.

Mentoring the next
generation 
By connecting young professional
members with leaders from our
Board of Directors and Advisory
Council, we are investing in
Jacksonville’s next generation of
globally minded leaders.

This year, four mentor pairings
completed the nine-month program,
building meaningful relationships
through individual conversations,
group activities, and shared
experiences at select Council events.

This season brought an extraordinary honor: the World Affairs Council of Jacksonville
was named Council of the Year by the World Affairs Councils of America. Selected
from nearly 90 councils nationwide, this recognition celebrates the strength of our
programming, the vibrancy of our community, and the dedication of our members,
sponsors, partners, volunteers, Board, Advisory Council, and staff. Most importantly,
it reflects your commitment to global understanding.

Now, we are building on that momentum through the Council Champions
Cornerstone Campaign. With a generous $700,000 challenge match, this $1.4
million campaign will grow our Speaker Endowment at UNF to $2 million,
sustaining world-class programming, expanding student opportunities, and
strengthening Jacksonville as a center for international dialogue for generations.

Every gift is matched. Every voice matters. Every Council Champion helps bring
the world closer to Jacksonville.



Jim Agee & Renee Parenteau-Agee 
Lorraine & Pierre Allaire
Marla & Nicholas Allard
Bill Armstrong & Carol Campbell
Tracy Arthur
Sanjay Bagaria 
Bill & Linda Bainbridge
Clare & Vance Berry
Melody & William Bishop
Nancy & William Blume
Diane Brunet
Jacob & Peggy Bryan
Jerome & Kathy Carter
John & Nancy Caulfield
Jeannie Chapman 
Linda Clyne 
Carey & Jackie Cornelius
Stephanie & Tim Cost
Anita & Lad Daniels
Donna Deegan
Sylvia DeLeon
Hugh Durden
Janet Fox
Carol & John Fryer
Mark and Janice Gold 
Judy Haberkorn
Judy & Franklin “Buster” Hagenbeck
Robert Harris & Paola Parra Harris
Paul Herman
Michael Howland
Katie & Stan Humphries 
Barbara & Charles Johnston 
Martha & Dick Jones 
Ed Lombard
William Maples
Kathy & John McIlvaine
Michael & Julie McKenny
Marilyn & Roger Mentz
Jeffrey & Maureen Michelman
Gordon Mott
Fritz Skeen & Helen Morse
Joseph Scherer and Stacy Moseley 
Fiona Strathern & Thad Moseley
Scott & Susan Mythen
J.P. & Maureen Natkin
Pam Paul
Charisse & Gregory Phillips
Sina Rezaei
Valerie Robinson
Robert Simon & Melynda Rodgers
Stephen Silverman
Gordon Mott 
Michael & Margo Spector
Preeti & Sanjay Swani
Hilary & Joseph Watson
Kimmie Winston
Stephen Young

The World Affairs Council is grateful to all our members
who invest in our work and help bring the world closer to
Jacksonville. Special thanks to our Premier Level Members
listed below.*
Ambassador's Circle Members Benefactor Members Continued*

Sheila Collier
Carol Crane 
Howard & Nancy Dale
Denise Harnois & Pritam Das
Julie Devaulx
George & Monica Dunn
Marty Evans 
Carle & Nancy Felton
Roy Fuller & Susan Richards
John & Kate Giffin
James & Soo Gilvarry
Roland & Sara Ann Gomez
Jacob Gordon 
Doreen & Glenn Gross
Donna & Sam Heffner
John & Jan Hirabayashi 
Katherine & Robert Hooper
Wesley & Beth Jennison 
Debbie Johnson
Barbara & Charles Johnston
Kiki & Peter Karpen
Carl Kilhoffer
W.C. Gentry & Celeste Krueger 
David & Katharine Loeb
Jerry & Sarah Mallot
Don Pepe 
Nancy & Jack Peter 
Paul Perez 
Julie Bessent & Andy Pitler
Juliette & Michael Reynolds
Roy Fuller & Susan Richards 
Ray & Susan Rodgers 
Adelva & Ralph Sawyer 
Allison Shipley 
Pamela Shipley 
Dory Shipley & Lynn Shramek 
Janet & Terry Silvester
Tom & Linda Slade 
Ann & Tom Smith
Nancy Soderberg
Clay & Phyllis Tousey
Herschel Vinyard
Amy & Steven Wacaster
Dennis Whittle
Lark Will 

*As of June 30, 2026

Benefactor Members
Mary & Todd Avery
Parag & Saloni Bhansali
Abraham & Nicole Blocker
J. Nelson & Judy Bradshaw
Morgan Busby
Don & Mary-Jo Carlson

Patron Members

Edythe Abdullah
John & Lori Anderson
Pagie Bagby
Claudia Baker & Lenny Magid
George Bateh
Michael Batten & Susan Fletcher-Batten
Greg & Helen Beedy
Earl Benton
Reginald Benyard
Alan Bliss
Allysondra Bottini
Scott & Sally Anne Brown
Terry Bunch
Jim & Mary Burt
Matt Burt
Debbie & Scott Cairns
George Candler
Phylisha Carter



Speaker Programs
Education Programs
Management and General

Sponsorships
Membership Dues and Contributions
In-Kind Contributions
Other Revenue

2025 Expenses and Revenue/Support 
(Audited financials as of fiscal year end 6/30/2025)

Total Expenses: $1,087,110 Total Revenue: $1,186,249

74%

14%

12% 58%

29%

6%

7%

Speaker Endowment Corpus: $713,906
Education Endowment Corpus: $1,187,429

Cory & Melissa Shrader
Paul Sifton
Eileen & Tad Smith
Randal Smith
Jeremy Stalker
Michael Steinhardt
Guy & Melanie Swan
Mireille Threlkel
Richard Tryon
John & Peggy Wilchek
Wyman & Rosemary Winbush
Jonathan Winston
Stephen Wolchok & Susan Mager-Wolchok
Chuck Womack
Carolyn Woodhouse & William Livingood
Doug & Karen Worth
John Young

Carrie King and Tina Wirth
Mary & Tom Kirk
Bruce Kristol
Fred & Laura Kusumoto
Russ & Vivian Lee
Steven Libman & Carol Killworth
Carol Luckenbach
Anne & Robert Lufrano
Larry & Mary Lundy
Carol & George Mackoul
Ivan Matos
Frank Mazza & Mary Miller-Mazza
Larry & Mary Jane McKnight
Vaseal Montgomery
Amanda Morrow
Lauren Mosley
Barbara Moulding & Guy Anderson
Debra Murphy & Felix Livingston 
Alex Nichols
Teresa Nichols
Pam & Zarko Ognjenovic
Ray Oldakowski
Serge Ourusoff
Karen Patterson
Alice & Norm Patton
Suzanne Perritt
Matthew Plummer
Jason & Courtney Poole
Riley Quigley
Stacy Ray
Chuck Renz
Blythe & Bob Rhodes
Bruce Rosborough & Judy Ham
Denise Rose
James Rowell
Erin Schreiber
David Schwam-Baird
Bailey Sellers
Lynn Shad
Nathaniel Shellhorn
Helen Short & Michael Monaghan

Carlos & Davron Cardenas
Thales Castro
Rebecca Cofield
Elizabeth Colledge & Frank
...Denton
Nancy Condron
Jeff & Robin Conn
David & Karen Conover
David Courtwright & Shelby Miller
Bill & Karen Cousins
Lawton & Sarah Daniels
Sally & Tyler Dann
Michael & Nancy Darragh
Margaret & Robert Dees
Debbie & Tom Deppe
Nofa Dixon
Dottie Dorion
Jan & Mary Helen Duggar
Catherine Duncan & Darryl Wise
Emily Edmonson
Charlotte & Gary Ehlig
Andy Foster & Lucy Reep
Fran & John Frketic
Elizabeth & Tom Gentry 
Margaret Gomez
Becky & Tommy Grimes
Cynthia & Richard Grove
Ryan Groves
Cindy Grubbs
Barbara Gubbin
Janet & John Haley
Bob Harmon & Dorothy Nicholson 
Jo Ann & Sam Hart
Hugh & Pat Hayden
Elizabeth Head
Jim Jandreau
Jim Jyz
Brenda Kauffman
Anthony & Deborah Kazlauskas
Pamela & Ross Keeler
Brandy Killian

Patron Members continued*



A World of Thanks to Our Sponsors!*

Alfred I. duPont Charitable Trust
The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations
Cadre Holdings
Crowley
Doolittle Family Foundation 
JB Foundation
Jess and Brewster J. Durkee Foundation 
J.P. Morgan Private Bank
VyStar Credit Union
Anonymous 

Preston & Joan Haskell
Diane DeMell Jacobsen, Ph.D.
Josh Miller
Susan & John Ryzewic
Amy and Matt Rettner
Bobby and Polly Stein 
Susan & Fred Schantz
Ellen & Jim Wiss

GOLD SPONSORS ($10,000+)

SILVER SPONSORS ($5,000+)
Marilyn Carpenter 
H. Martin & Cynthia Chomiak
Gary & Nancy Chartrand 
Ajani “AJ” and Verline Dunn 
Randy & Lynn Evans
Robert & Joan Grune
Ann Hicks 
Randy & Becky Johnson
Dr. Richard Lipsey & Cecilia Bryant
W. Radford Lovett II
Davis & Sandra McCarty
Richard & Kimberly Sisisky
Brooke & Hap Stein
David & Elaine Strickland
Lt. General Guy & Melanie Swan 
Joe & Carol Thompson
Lark Will 

Augustine Asset Management
BDO
CFA Society of Jacksonville
Ertrachter Group
First Horizon Bank 
Foley & Lardner LLP
Gryphon Wealth
Jacksonville Jaguars
JAX Chamber
Malone AirCharter
Morales Construction Co.
Pinnacle Financial Partners 
PNC Bank
Vicar's Landing
John D. Baker II
Anonymous 
In Honor of VADM J.P. Moorer 
Diane Cannon 

BRONZE SPONSORS ($3,000+)
Rotary Club of Jacksonville
Florida Blue
The Claxton Bank 
The Cooper Family Foundation 

Kathy & John McIlvaine
Alan & Katherine Ridge
James & Vicki Van Horn

MEDIA SPONSOR 
WJCT Public Media

PLATINUM SPONSORS ($20,000+)
Fleet Landing
Amy and Gilchrist Berg 
Paul and Nina Goodwin 
Steve and Diane Halverson
Barbara and William Harrell 

Mayo Clinic
David Miller and Nidhi Gangan
Chuck Moorer 
Ron and Karen Rettner 
Dori and Bill Walton 
Anonymous

PREMIER EDUCATION PARTNER
University of North Florida

PREMIER SUSTAINING PARTNER
Water Street Capital

*As of June 30, 2026



LT. GENERAL H.R.
MCMASTER U.S. ARMY
(RET.) 

2024 NOBEL PRIZE RECIPIENT; 3
MOST CITED ECONOMIST; MIT
INSTITUTE PROFESSOR 

RD

MAR. 30 | GLOBAL ISSUES EVENING
AMBASSADOR ERIC
GARCETTI
U.S. AMBASSADOR TO INDIA
(2023-2025) & 42  MAYOR OF L.A.
(2013-2022) 

ND

Becoming a Global City: What it
takes for America’s Rising Urban
Centers to Lead in an
Interconnected World 
Hosted in partnership with the
Jacksonville Civic Council 

CHIEF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
IMPLEMENTATION OFFICER, MAYO
CLINIC 
Transforming Healthcare with
Artificial Intelligence
Hosted in partnership with the
Mayo Clinic 

MCCORMICK PROFESSOR OF
JURISPRUDENCE AND DIRECTOR OF
THE JAMES MADISON PROGRAM;
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY & DIETRICH
BONHOEFFER CHAIR AT UNION
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

APR. 15 | GLOBAL ISSUES EVENING*

What Happened to Liberal
Democracy? Remaking a Politics
of Shared Prosperity 

ROBERT “ROBBY” P. 
GEORGE & CORNEL WEST, 
Ph.D.

25TH U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY
ADVISOR 

JAN. 12 | GLOBAL ISSUES EVENING

Geopolitics and Technology:
Opportunities and Emerging
Threats to International Security 

JAKE SULLIVAN 
U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY
ADVISOR (2021-2025) 

OCT. 13 | GLOBAL ISSUES EVENING**

SEBASTIAN MALLABY
BEST-SELLING AUTHOR AND SENIOR
FELLOW FOR INTERNATIONAL
ECONOMICS, COUNCIL ON FOREIGN
RELATIONS

DEC. 1  | GLOBAL ISSUES EVENING**

The Infinity Machine: Demis
Hassabis, Deepmind, and the
Quest for Superintelligence 

ARIEL EKBLAW, Ph.D. 
FOUNDER AND CEO, AURELIA
INSTITUTE

SEPT. 28 | GLOBAL ISSUES EVENING 

The Future Beyond Earth: How
Space Innovation is Transforming
Science, Technology, the Global
Economy, and Life on Our Planet 

2026-2027 Confirmed Events

LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT SEASON

*Special Engagement: Available to Sponsors and Ambassador’s Circle Members
**Special Engagement: Available to Sponsors, Ambassador’s Circle Members, and Benefactor Members

OCT. 20 | GLOBAL LUNCHEON*

The State of the World in 2027:
Major Developments, Crises, &
Opportunities

NOV.  3 | GLOBAL MEDICAL
INNOVATION SERIES 

MICKY TRIPATHI, Ph.D. 

DARON ACEMOGLU 

Truth Matters: A Dialogue on
Fruitful Disagreement in an Age
of Division



Bringing the
World Closer

904.280.8162 
info@worldaffairscounciljax.org
40 E. Adams St., Suite 120, Jacksonville, FL 32202
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	A very special thank you to our 2025-2026 Council Leadership
	Board of Directors
	Executive Committee
	Amy Margerum Berg Board Chair
	J. Randall Evans Treasurer
	Tracy K. Arthur, Esq. Secretary
	Lt. General Guy Swan III, USA (Ret.) Program Committee Vice Chair

	At Large Members
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	Staff Leadership
	Trina Medarev President and CEO

	Advisory Council
	Gilchrist B. Berg
	Gary Chartrand
	Sandra L. Cook
	Ander Crenshaw, Former U.S. Representative
	Hugh Durden
	Paul R. Goodwin
	Judith R. Haberkorn
	Lt. General F.L. Hagenbeck, USA (Ret.)
	William H. Harrell
	Ann Hicks
	Adm. Jonathan T. Howe, USN (Ret.)
	Diane DeMell Jacobsen, Ph.D.
	Martha A. (Marty) Jones
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	Michael J. Murray, Ph.D.
	Ronald Rettner
	Peter S. Rummell
	Susan West Schantz, Ph.D.
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	Our mission is to promote an understanding of the world and its people and to engage citizens of Northeast Florida in becoming better informed participants in the global community.


	A great year, thanks to you.
	Amy Margerum Berg Board Chair
	2025-2026 By the Numbers


	900+
	1,000+
	Students impacted

	6,000+
	NEFL residents reached
	High school teams participated in the  Admiral Jonathan T. Howe Academic WorldQuest
	High schools in four NEFL counties  participated in  Great Decisions
	A year of impact.
	Together, we advanced nonpartisan, in-depth discussion and exploration of the world around us, guided by experts of national and international stature.
	Programming
	Our Global Issues Evenings, Global Business Luncheons, and Special Engagements brought fresh insight to urgent international issues and the economic, business, and technology trends shaping our lives.
	As the Council expands its reach across Northeast Florida, both in person at UNF and through livestream partnerships with Fleet Landing, Vicar’s Landing, and Cypress Village, we look forward to bringing even more people into the conversation in 2026-2027.
	The World Affairs Council Jacksonville stands out as a true gem in our region, bringing together a remarkable lineup of global speakers whose insights resonate with pressing contemporary issues.”  - Council Member



	GLOBAL ISSUES EVENINGS
	09.15.2025


	Jen Easterly
	Director of CISA (‘21-25)
	The Promise and Peril of Emerging Technology: Operating at the Intersection of Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity

	10.21.2025

	Amb. John Sullivan *
	Former U.S. Deputy Secretary of State & U.S. Ambassador to the Russian Federation
	Midnight in Moscow: Perspective from the Front Lines of Russia’s War Against the West

	11.04.2025

	Brett McGurk *
	Former National Security Council Coordinator for the Middle East & North Africa
	Unique Perspectives on Geopolitical Hotspots

	01.12.2026

	Andrew Ross Sorkin
	Award-Winning New York Times Journalist & Co-Anchor of Squawk Box
	1929: The Inside Story of the Greatest Crash in Wall Street History

	02.17.2026

	David Brooks *
	Op-Ed Columnist at the New York Times & Commentator on PBS NewsHour
	Society in Focus

	GLOBAL BUSINESS LUNCHEONS
	10.14.2025
	Filiz Garip, Ph.D.
	Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs, Princeton University
	12.08.2025

	Robby P. George
	Princeton University’s McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence
	01.13.2026

	Andrew Ross Sorkin
	Award-Winning New York Times Journalist & Co-Anchor of Squawk Box
	02.24.2026

	Mike Bird
	The Economist’s Wall Street Editor and Global Finance Contributor
	05.18.2026

	Gita Gopinath
	First Deputy Managing Director on the International Monetary Fund

	Leading EDGE Dialogues
	11.20.2025
	Idrees Kahloon
	Staff Writer at the Atlantic

	04.07.2026
	Admiral Gary Roughead, USN (Ret.)
	Former Chief of Naval Operations


	OTHER SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS AND DIGITAL LEADING EDGE DIALOGUES
	With sister councils, our Digital Leading EDGE Dialogues explored the future of borders, administration priorities, developments in the Middle East, and more.
	At our Annual Member Celebration, David Garfunkel of the Jacksonville Civic Council shared an energizing vision for “Jacksonville: A Top Global City by 2032.”


	Bright minds. Big questions. Great Decisions.
	When most people think of the World Affairs Council, they picture our powerhouse speaker series, and rightly so. But our mission reaches even further. Through Great Decisions, we are inspiring the next generation of global thinkers right here in Northeast Florida.
	Student Interactions
	Academic WorldQuest
	GeoGuessr Global Challenge
	Study Abroad Scholarships
	Board Fellows

	Building. Strengthening. Sustaining.
	Every gift is matched. Every voice matters. Every Council Champion helps bring the world closer to Jacksonville.

	Mentoring the next generation
	By connecting young professional members with leaders from our Board of Directors and Advisory Council, we are investing in Jacksonville’s next generation of globally minded leaders.
	This year, four mentor pairings completed the nine-month program, building meaningful relationships through individual conversations, group activities, and shared experiences at select Council events.

	The World Affairs Council is grateful to all our members who invest in our work and help bring the world closer to Jacksonville. Special thanks to our Premier Level Members listed below.*
	Ambassador's Circle Members
	Jim Agee & Renee Parenteau-Agee  Lorraine & Pierre Allaire Marla & Nicholas Allard Bill Armstrong & Carol Campbell Tracy Arthur Sanjay Bagaria  Bill & Linda Bainbridge Clare & Vance Berry Melody & William Bishop Nancy & William Blume Diane Brunet Jacob & Peggy Bryan Jerome & Kathy Carter John & Nancy Caulfield Jeannie Chapman  Linda Clyne  Carey & Jackie Cornelius Stephanie & Tim Cost Anita & Lad Daniels Donna Deegan Sylvia DeLeon Hugh Durden Janet Fox Carol & John Fryer Mark and Janice Gold  Judy Haberkorn Judy & Franklin “Buster” Hagenbeck Robert Harris & Paola Parra Harris Paul Herman Michael Howland Katie & Stan Humphries  Barbara & Charles Johnston  Martha & Dick Jones  Ed Lombard William Maples Kathy & John McIlvaine Michael & Julie McKenny Marilyn & Roger Mentz Jeffrey & Maureen Michelman Gordon Mott Fritz Skeen & Helen Morse Joseph Scherer and Stacy Moseley  Fiona Strathern & Thad Moseley Scott & Susan Mythen J.P. & Maureen Natkin Pam Paul Charisse & Gregory Phillips Sina Rezaei Valerie Robinson Robert Simon & Melynda Rodgers Stephen Silverman Gordon Mott  Michael & Margo Spector Preeti & Sanjay Swani Hilary & Joseph Watson Kimmie Winston Stephen Young

	Benefactor Members
	Mary & Todd Avery Parag & Saloni Bhansali Abraham & Nicole Blocker J. Nelson & Judy Bradshaw Morgan Busby Don & Mary-Jo Carlson
	Benefactor Members Continued*
	Sheila Collier
	Carol Crane

	Howard & Nancy Dale
	Denise Harnois & Pritam Das
	Julie Devaulx
	George & Monica Dunn
	Marty Evans

	Carle & Nancy Felton
	Roy Fuller & Susan Richards
	John & Kate Giffin
	James & Soo Gilvarry

	Roland & Sara Ann Gomez
	Jacob Gordon

	Doreen & Glenn Gross
	Donna & Sam Heffner
	John & Jan Hirabayashi

	Katherine & Robert Hooper
	Wesley & Beth Jennison

	Debbie Johnson
	Barbara & Charles Johnston
	Kiki & Peter Karpen
	Carl Kilhoffer
	W.C. Gentry & Celeste Krueger

	David & Katharine Loeb
	Jerry & Sarah Mallot
	Don Pepe
	Nancy & Jack Peter
	Paul Perez
	Julie Bessent & Andy Pitler

	Juliette & Michael Reynolds
	Roy Fuller & Susan Richards
	Ray & Susan Rodgers
	Adelva & Ralph Sawyer
	Allison Shipley
	Pamela Shipley
	Dory Shipley & Lynn Shramek

	Janet & Terry Silvester
	Tom & Linda Slade

	Ann & Tom Smith
	Nancy Soderberg
	Clay & Phyllis Tousey
	Herschel Vinyard
	Amy & Steven Wacaster
	Dennis Whittle
	Lark Will


	Patron Members
	Edythe Abdullah John & Lori Anderson Pagie Bagby Claudia Baker & Lenny Magid George Bateh Michael Batten & Susan Fletcher-Batten Greg & Helen Beedy Earl Benton Reginald Benyard Alan Bliss Allysondra Bottini Scott & Sally Anne Brown Terry Bunch Jim & Mary Burt Matt Burt Debbie & Scott Cairns George Candler Phylisha Carter


	Patron Members continued*
	Carlos & Davron Cardenas
	Thales Castro
	Rebecca Cofield
	Elizabeth Colledge & Frank ...Denton
	Nancy Condron
	Jeff & Robin Conn
	David & Karen Conover
	David Courtwright & Shelby Miller
	Bill & Karen Cousins
	Lawton & Sarah Daniels
	Sally & Tyler Dann
	Michael & Nancy Darragh
	Margaret & Robert Dees
	Debbie & Tom Deppe
	Nofa Dixon
	Dottie Dorion
	Jan & Mary Helen Duggar
	Catherine Duncan & Darryl Wise
	Emily Edmonson
	Charlotte & Gary Ehlig
	Andy Foster & Lucy Reep
	Mary & Tom Kirk
	Bruce Kristol
	Fred & Laura Kusumoto
	Russ & Vivian Lee
	Steven Libman & Carol Killworth
	Carol Luckenbach
	Anne & Robert Lufrano
	Larry & Mary Lundy
	Carol & George Mackoul
	Ivan Matos
	Frank Mazza & Mary Miller-Mazza
	Larry & Mary Jane McKnight
	Vaseal Montgomery
	Amanda Morrow
	Lauren Mosley
	Barbara Moulding & Guy Anderson
	Debra Murphy & Felix Livingston
	Alex Nichols
	Teresa Nichols
	Pam & Zarko Ognjenovic
	Ray Oldakowski
	Serge Ourusoff
	Karen Patterson
	Alice & Norm Patton
	Suzanne Perritt
	Matthew Plummer
	Jason & Courtney Poole
	Riley Quigley
	Stacy Ray
	Chuck Renz
	Blythe & Bob Rhodes
	Bruce Rosborough & Judy Ham
	Denise Rose
	James Rowell
	Erin Schreiber
	David Schwam-Baird
	Bailey Sellers
	Lynn Shad
	Nathaniel Shellhorn
	Helen Short & Michael Monaghan

	2025 Expenses and Revenue/Support
	(Audited financials as of fiscal year end 6/30/2025)

	Total Expenses: $1,087,110
	Total Revenue: $1,186,249
	7%
	6%
	58%
	29%
	12%
	14%
	74%
	Speaker Endowment Corpus: $713,906
	Education Endowment Corpus: $1,187,429

	A World of Thanks to Our Sponsors!*
	PREMIER EDUCATION PARTNER
	University of North Florida

	PREMIER SUSTAINING PARTNER
	Water Street Capital

	PLATINUM SPONSORS ($20,000+)
	Fleet Landing
	Amy and Gilchrist Berg
	Paul and Nina Goodwin
	Steve and Diane Halverson
	Barbara and William Harrell
	Mayo Clinic
	David Miller and Nidhi Gangan
	Chuck Moorer

	Ron and Karen Rettner
	Dori and Bill Walton
	Anonymous
	GOLD SPONSORS ($10,000+)
	Alfred I. duPont Charitable Trust The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations Cadre Holdings Crowley Doolittle Family Foundation  JB Foundation Jess and Brewster J. Durkee Foundation  J.P. Morgan Private Bank VyStar Credit Union Anonymous


	Preston & Joan Haskell
	Diane DeMell Jacobsen, Ph.D.
	Josh Miller
	Susan & John Ryzewic
	Amy and Matt Rettner
	Bobby and Polly Stein
	Susan & Fred Schantz

	Ellen & Jim Wiss
	SILVER SPONSORS ($5,000+)
	Augustine Asset Management
	BDO


	CFA Society of Jacksonville
	Ertrachter Group
	First Horizon Bank

	Foley & Lardner LLP
	Gryphon Wealth

	Jacksonville Jaguars
	JAX Chamber
	Malone AirCharter
	Morales Construction Co.
	Pinnacle Financial Partners

	PNC Bank
	Vicar's Landing
	John D. Baker II
	Anonymous
	In Honor of VADM J.P. Moorer
	Diane Cannon
	Marilyn Carpenter

	H. Martin & Cynthia Chomiak
	Gary & Nancy Chartrand
	Ajani “AJ” and Verline Dunn

	Randy & Lynn Evans
	Robert & Joan Grune
	Ann Hicks
	Randy & Becky Johnson

	Dr. Richard Lipsey & Cecilia Bryant
	W. Radford Lovett II
	Davis & Sandra McCarty
	Richard & Kimberly Sisisky
	Brooke & Hap Stein
	David & Elaine Strickland
	Lt. General Guy & Melanie Swan

	Joe & Carol Thompson
	Lark Will
	BRONZE SPONSORS ($3,000+)
	Rotary Club of Jacksonville
	Florida Blue
	The Claxton Bank
	The Cooper Family Foundation
	Kathy & John McIlvaine Alan & Katherine Ridge James & Vicki Van Horn

	MEDIA SPONSOR
	WJCT Public Media


	LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT SEASON

	2026-2027 Confirmed Events
	ARIEL EKBLAW, Ph.D.
	JAKE SULLIVAN
	AMBASSADOR ERIC GARCETTI
	MICKY TRIPATHI, Ph.D.

	SEBASTIAN MALLABY
	LT. GENERAL H.R. MCMASTER U.S. ARMY (RET.)

	DARON ACEMOGLU
	ROBERT “ROBBY” P.
	GEORGE & CORNEL WEST,
	Ph.D.



	Bringing the World Closer

