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Amb. Oren focused his comments on the Israel-Hamas warfare currently playing out around 
Israel’s borders and particularly in Gaza. 

The immediate precipitant for the current clash was the incursion of Hamas fighters into Israel 
on October 7th which killed many thousands of Israelis and resulted in hundreds of hostages. 

• One of Amb. Oren’s key themes is the barbarity of Hamas.  Many Israeli victims were 
mutilated, raped and burned; and the slaughter was live streamed for online viewing. 

Iran played a role in the timing of the Hamas assault.  Tehran sought to derail a negotiated Israel-
Saudi Arabia accord which would have taken much of the Sunni Arab world out of opposition to 
Israel as well as facilitated the transfer of civilian nuclear technology to Riyadh. 

In addition to barbarity, Amb. Oren pointed out Hamas’ callous disregard for Palestinian Gazans 
themselves.  Hamas facilities and fighters are interspersed with civilian infrastructure, including 
hospitals, ensuring that Israeli reprisals result in civilian casualties. 

Amb. Oren posed the question as to how the world was viewing these hostilities.  He said that for 
two weeks after the Hamas incursion and massacre Israel was an object of great sympathy.  But 
as Israel responded, often with air strikes, Gazan civilian casualties mounted, and global 
sympathy waned. 

Images of Gazan despair have led to some international calls for a ceasefire.   

• Amb. Oren said that Israeli leaders reject this, as it might signify that Hamas could get 
away with murder. 

Many voices are also calling for Humanitarian Pauses in the fighting, during which times aid 
could be safely brought in to suffering Gazans. 

• Hamas leaders themselves do not desire such aid, as their confrontational politics are 
abetted by a Gazan populace that is hungry and angry. 

Philosophically, Amb. Oren suggested that history can be hard, that we’re often unprepared, yet 
even within crisis there are opportunities. 

• After the October 7 attack many domestic fissures in Israeli society have closed. 
• And after a bipartisan flirtation with isolationism, the United States is back in the Middle 

East playing a concerted role. 
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